OVERSEAS LINKS

Great Western is providing
a year’s work experience for
Claire Portejoie, a French
student from ENGREF (École
Nationale du Génie Rural des
Eaux et Forêts) in Nancy.
Claire is studying forestry at
ENGREF, and has chosen to take
a break from her studies to
come to England and work with
an organisation involved in
forest management and public
recreation. Claire joined the
GWCF team in August and will
be part of the team for one year.
She will be finding out more
about the English policy for
sustainable forest management
and her placement will give her
the opportunity to compare
differences between French and
English policies in providing
space for public recreation.
The Tees Forest is a partner
in a complex bid for European
ERDF funding which, if
successful, will see the
establishment of a Timber
Station to take waste wood and
timber for conversion to power
station fuel. Other elements
of the project include using
alluvial dredgings and sewage
waste for reclamation and
amelioration of derelict and
contaminated land prior to reafforestation with energy crops.
A delegation of Spatial Planners
from Korea’s Ministry of
Transport and Construction and
Regional Planning Division
recently visited Watling
Chase as part of a 3 day visit
to the United Kingdom.
The delegates were exploring
examples of good practice in
sustainable development and
its integration into the wider
countryside. The context was
set by a visit to Letchworth
Garden City, an early model
for the New Towns movement
of the 20th century. This was
followed by a review of subregional development plans for
Cambridge Green Belt and the
Thames Gateway growth areas.
Delegates found many
similarities between their own
objectives and those of the
Community Forest; they had
many questions on subjects
ranging from managing
public liability to engaging
political interest in
environmental issues.

Creating a Setting for Investment

The South Yorkshire Forest
is the UK partner in a transEuropean project to investigate
the positive contribution that
an attractive environment makes
in shaping investment decisions.
The project, ‘Creating a Setting
for Investment’, seeks evidence
for what environmental
professionals have long
maintained – that there is a
strong link between landscape
improvements and securing
inward investment.
£3 million has been secured
from INTERREG IIIB, a
Community Initiative of the
European Regional Development
Fund, one of whose three
strands is specifically for

transnational co-operation on
spatial planning. Further match
funding has come from Yorkshire
Forward and the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister. Sheffield
is the lead city in the UK, with
the European partners being a
regional development agency in
Belgium, the University of Liege,
and the Research Institute for
the Federal State of NorthRhine Westphalia.
The project has three elements:
l Evidential research to include
interviews with regeneration
professionals and investors,
supported by cost benefit
analyses and before-and-after
computer visualisations.
l Environmental improvements
on demonstration sites to
‘market test’ the research.
l A marketing exercise for
South Yorkshire and the other
areas and promotion of the
work throughout Europe.

A website is currently under
construction at
www.environment-investment.com
The site will provide
information on the progress
of the project, and give
access to a range of related
materials on the links between
a good environment and
economic wellbeing.
As well as improving the image
of South Yorkshire with
investors, the project will
provide firm evidence for the
argument that a good
environment plays a key role in
shaping strategic economic
decisions – evidence that will
benefit environmental
regeneration work throughout
the UK and Europe.
For more details, contact:

Rick Walker
richard.walker@syforest.org.uk
0114 2571199

Reviving the River Team

The Great North Forest is
producing a catchment plan
for the river Team as part of
a transnational INTERREG IIIB
project called PURE (Planning
for Urban-Rural River
Environments). The project is
funded through the ERDF
(European Regional
Development Fund) and the
other partners are Groningen

and Deventer in the Netherlands
and Gothenburg in Sweden.

was one of the most polluted
in Britain.

The Team is a small river
flowing from the hills around
Pontop Pike, with the whole
catchment shaping the western
half of the Great North Forest.
Historically, the river and its
catchment have been deeply
affected by industry: coal
mining, shipbuilding and
steelworks created one of
the first urban industrial
communities, while housing
produced brick quarries,
subsequently used as landfill
sites. Until recently the river

The plan, which will be
developed with the
participation of the local
community, specialist interest
groups and industries within
the catchment, will look at
improving and protecting water
quality and quantity, and
enhancing access & recreation,
biodiversity, and historical and
cultural heritage.
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For more details, contact:

Steve Scoffin
info@greatnorthforest.org.uk
0191 4606200

