E N V I RO N M E N TA L A RT S

The South Yorkshire
Forest is launching what
it’s calling its ‘Tree 37’ project.
‘Tree 37’ currently stands in
Whitely Woods in Sheffield,
but it is in decline and needs
to be felled as part of the
management of the woodland.
However, its timber will be
put to good use. A group of
local artists and crafts people,
including saw millers, chainsaw
carvers, furniture makers and
charcoal burners, will each
take a piece of the tree and
transform it according to
their craft.
People in the local area will
be encouraged to get involved,
with carving demonstrations
in schools and an invitation
to the launch event to see the
tree being felled. They will also
be given the opportunity to
commission their own piece
of art. To provide ideas
of what sort of work could be
commissioned, a website and
a new wood-based gallery have
been launched. The project will
culminate at the end of the
summer with an exhibition in
the Winter Gardens in Sheffield.
The Mersey Forest used
the inspirational children’s
story, The Tin Forest, as the
focus for an interactive
environmental exhibition at
Warrington Museum and Art
Gallery. The Tin Forest tells the
story of a man who creates
a forest from rubbish that
other people have thrown away
and, in time, his creation turns
into real forest. The Forest’s
exhibition included a three
dimensional display created
by artists, themed displays
and workshops.
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Wonder Wall
Forest of Avon

As part of the final phase
of the Forest of Avon’s
interpretation project along
the River Avon, youngsters
from Hanham Youth Centre
last year created this piece of
stunning environmental art.
The striking 15-metre long
mural runs alongside the River
Avon Trail, close by the Avon

Valley Woodlands, recently
designated by South
Gloucestershire as a Local
Nature Reserve.
Previously, the wall had been
covered in slang and abstract
graffiti tagging. But, working
with local artist Felix Braun, the
young artists took inspiration
from the natural environment
to design the artwork for the

wall. They also used part
of their summer holidays
to explore the surrounding
woodlands and learn how
to use green wood to make
benches for the site
For more details, contact:

Natalie Franco
communications@forestofavon.org.uk
0117 953-2141

Swan Legacy
Forest of Marston Vale
In November 2005, an
impressive landmark
sculpture, ‘Swan Legacy’,
was finally completed on
Bedford’s Southern Bypass.

The project began over three
years earlier when Marston
Vale’s then Arts Officer, Liz
Lush, conceived the plan and
brought in artist, Suzannah
Oliver, to produce the designs.
The work has been described
as “A beautiful and uplifting
creation which contributes
to everyone’s pride in the area,
our hope for the future and
provides a fitting tribute to its
past.” But public art is often
controversial – and no more so
than with a sculpture on this
scale. The swans and chimneys
have attracted all manner of
comment and, while the vast
majority have been very
favourable, some people have

Great Western Community Forest, 1st Floor, Premier House, Station Road, Swindon SN1 1TZ t. 01793 466324
www.forestweb.org.uk
The Greenwood Community Forest, 1-3 Diamond Avenue, Kirkby in Ashfield NG17 7GN t. 01623 758231
www.greenwoodforest.org.uk

inevitably been less
enthusiastic, feeling that the
money could have been better
used to reduce their council tax!
In fact, though, less than a
quarter of the cost of the
project came from Bedford
Borough Council, with over
£108,000 being raised from
business. In turn, most of the
money spent on the project
was reinvested with local
businesses, including contracts
to Kemco, URS Carrillion and
J. Stubbins.
For more details, contact:

Guy Lambourne
guy.lambourne@marstonvale.org
01234 767037

